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YORK REGION DISTRICT SCHOOL BOARD 

Administrators’ Message 
PA Days 
 
We continue on our Bakersfield P.S. 
journey to improve student achievement  
and well-being.  At our last PA Day we 
worked collaboratively to review and 
renew our school goals for improve-
ment.  In the weeks and months ahead 
our staff will develop a ‘Challenge of 
Practice’ which outlines our students’ 
strengths and areas for improvement.  
Together, this will help us chart a 
course of instructional priorities for 
teaching and learning in our school.  We 
look forward to sharing with you more 
details in the near future. 
 
Positive Climates for Learning 
 
A Positive Climate for Learning and 
Working is equitable and inclusive; safe 
and supportive; respectful and caring. 
Building it is everyone's work! School 
climate is defined by the Ontario Minis-
try of Education as the "the sum total of 
all of the personal relationships within a 
school. When these relationships 
are founded in mutual acceptance and 
inclusion, and modelled by all, a culture 
of respect becomes the norm." 

~Safe Schools Action Team, Safe Schools Policy and 
Practice: An Agenda for Action, 2006, p. 6 

 

At Bakersfield, we have convened our 
own Positive Climates for Learning 
Committee made up of staff and par-
ents, in the interest of promoting student 
voice, parent engagement, community 
partnership, and the learning, social-
emotional and physical environment.  
The work of this committee is ongoing 
and seeks to continually improve Ba-
kersfield in the interest of student, staff 
and community well-being.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
From Great to Excellent: The Next 
Phase in Ontario’s Education 
Strategy 
 
At the recent School Council Forum 
at Maple High, details around the 
Province’s consultation to improve 
public education were shared.  The 
Ministry of Education has developed 
key questions to solicit parent ideas 
and input that will help shape an up-
dated vision for the future of educa-
tion in Ontario.  These questions and 
additional information about this con-
sultative process can be found at 
http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/about/
excellent.html.  
 
Parents at the forum engaged in con-
versations about schools and the is-
sues that face them.  Our School 
Council Co-Chairs represented Ba-
kersfield P.S. and will be able to 
share back information at our next 
School Council General Meeting on 
November 26, 2013 at 7:00 p.m. in 
the library.  Everyone is welcome to 
attend … we look forward to seeing 
you then!!! 
 
We sincerely thank our whole com-
munity for your continued support of 
the school. 
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Exciting News from the Bakersfield P.S. Library! 

The Scholastic Book Fair is coming to the Bakersfield P.S. Li-
brary from November 14 – 21, 2013.  The Book Fair will be 
open daily for class visits, during morning recess (10:35-10:55) 
and after school (3:15-4:00).  The Book Fair will close on Thurs-
day, November 21st at 11:00 a.m. 
 
The Book Fair will stay open late on Thursday, November 14th and during 
the morning of Friday, November 15th to accommodate families during 
parent-teacher interviews.  
 
Look for the Classroom Wish List display when you enter the library, for par-
ents interested in helping to build their child’s classroom library.  You may 
also purchase a gift certificate for your child’s teacher to use at the book 
fair. 
 
Some exciting books to look for at this year’s Book Fair include: Fox and 
Squirrel by Ruth Ohi, Fly Guy Presents Space by Tedd Arnold, The Secret of 
the Fairies by Thea Stilton, Hockey Superstars 2013-2014 by Paul Romanuk, 
and The Last Present by Wendy Mass.  
 
Once again, we will be having the Family Event Door Prize where your 
child has a chance to win $25.00 in books for their home library plus 
$25.00 in books for their classroom library. 
 
Don’t forget to mark the dates. 
I look forward to seeing all of you 
at the Scholastic Book Fair! 
 
Happy Reading! 
 
Mrs. Woolfson 

Teacher-Librarian 
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Literacy Corner 
 

“Fill your house with stacks of books, in all the crannies and all 
the nooks.” 
           ~Dr. Seuss 

 
At Bakersfield, students develop their understanding of the reading and writing proc-
ess, daily during their literacy block.  Reading and writing both focus on meaning.  
When a child develops their understanding in one area this reinforces their progress in 
the other.  The process of reading and writing are closely linked when children learn to 
read and write. 
 
Readers and writers are involved in similar activities.  Readers create meaning for 
groups of words based on their knowledge and experiences.  Writers take ideas, 
thoughts, and emotions and transfer them onto paper (or a computer screen) using 
their knowledge of language conventions and the writing process to create meaning-
ful text. (A Guide to Effective Instruction in Writing, 2005). 
 
As students develop an understanding of the writing process —the elements of writing, 
text forms, genres, and formats—they are better able to express themselves.  Writing is 
a very powerful tool for children to use as they express their feelings, thoughts and 
judgements about the books they have read, heard and/or experienced.   
     
Parents and guardians can extend the love of reading and writing by modelling read-
ing and writing at home.  Your involvement and support can have a strong influence 
on your child’s achievement and interest in reading and writing, as lifelong learners.  It 
is never too early to begin modeling reading and writing at home. 
 
Here are some reading and writing activities that you can share with your child: 
 

Read and write greeting cards, thank you notes, birthday cards, letters or emails. 
Share a family calendar and have children write the date and time of play-dates 

and activities. 
Write shopping lists and prepare weekly family menus. 
While shopping together, read food labels and have your child count the money 

at the check out. 
Read maps, instructions, advertisements, flyers, magazines and catalogues. 
Read recipes (online or in books) and prepare meals together. 
Read, research and plan outings and family vacations together.  

 
Supporting children in authentic reading and writing activities help them understand 
and appreciate the value of these fundamental skills, and nurture foundational 
strengths that will help them in their other learning. 



School zone safety
The rush of cars, buses and children arriving at school can create many dangers. Help keep kids safe on the way to and from school.

Slow down and be ready to stop for school buses and pedestrians

Respect the crossing guard’s instructions

Be aware of children running in front or behind buses or other obstructions (snow banks) 

Arrive early to avoid tra�c congestion

Make sure your child gets out from the passenger side of your vehicle

Park away from the school and walk your child onto school property

 

•
•
•

•

Drivers:

•

•

Stop, look and listen before stepping out of a car or bus

Walk only on the sidewalk and follow the crossing guard’s instructions

Be seen by the drivers (make eye contact) before crossing.

Not run or cycle across the road

Not use cell phones or ear phones when walking

Teach your children to: 
•
•
•
•
•

5198 06 2012

For health-related information call York Region Health Connection at 1-800-361-5653, TTY 1-866-252-9933 or visit www.york.ca/healthyschools
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