YORK REGION DISTRICT SCHOOL BOARD

DECEMBER 2013

Happy Holidays from our Family to Yours!

Ms. H. Kardassopoulos

Inside This Issue…..
Trustee’s Message

2

News from the Library

3

Literacy Corner

4

Weather and the Winter Break

5

Monthly Wellness Tip

6

Principal

Dr. M. Richmon
Vice Principal

Ms. D. Banaj

Administrative Assistant

Ms. D. Wright
Secretary

Mr. P. Mastrangelo
Lead Caretaker

Mr. R Nicolini,
Mr. D. Sirois,
Mr. V. R Yabut
Caretakers

Mr. J. Hertz
Trustee
905 882-4179
Ms. S. Logue
Superintendent CEC West
905-764-6830
Ms. S. Greene &
Ms. R. Freiman

School Council Chairs

For the most up-to-date information visit www.bakersfieldps.com, and sign up to receive automatic updates!

Page 2
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A Greeting from Our Trustee
As 2013 draws to a close, I hope everyone has had a wonderful school year so far. As a trustee, I am
always very proud to hear about the great things happening in our schools, thanks to the hard work of
our students, staff and community members.
With the school year well underway I hope you have had an opportunity to get involved with the
school community. There are many different ways to get involved. Our great schools become even
better when everyone in the school community – families, students, staff and community partners –
feels welcome and engaged in the school.
We will begin 2014 with a renewed Mission, Vision and Values statement. They are being updated to
better reflect the school communities we serve, and the changes we have seen in education over the
past decade. Thank you to everyone who took the time to share their views. As we enter the winter
months, on behalf of the trustees and staff of the York Region District School Board, I would like to
wish you and your families a safe and happy holiday season, and a wonderful start to the new year.

Enrichment Band

French Immersion Information

On February 27, 2014, auditions will
be held at John McCrae Public School
for students wishing to be part of the
York Regional Elementary Enrichment
Band. Any experienced Grade 6/7/8
student interested in being included in
this music enrichment activity should
discuss it with his or her music teacher.
More information is available at the
website www.yreeb.ca.

Information sessions for the French Immersion (FI) program will
take place at Ventura Park Public School on January 16, 2014 at 7
p.m. FI registration will begin January 17, 2014. In order to streamline the registration process, parents or guardians of Senior Kindergarten students entering Grade 1 in 2014, and wishing to enroll in
the FI Program, can visit or call the school office and request an
Office Index Card - short version. The Office Index Card must be
signed by the principal of the home school. Parents or guardians
then take this form, along with one piece of identification showing
their address to Ventura Park Public School to register between
January 17 and February 14, 2014. This eliminates the need to
provide duplicate enrollment information or to pre-register.

Kindergarten
Registration
Kindergarten registration will commence on January 17, 2014 for the
2014-15 school year. Registration
forms are available on YRDSB’s
website, http://
www.yrdsb.edu.on.ca. Children
who turn four or five years old during 2014, live within the school
boundary and whose parents are
public school tax supporters will be
eligible to register for kindergarten.
A kindergarten information session
for parents is being planned for this
spring. For more information
please visit the YRDSB website or
the school.

YRDSB’s FI Accommodation Plan provides long-term consistency
and equity of access to all students in York Region and will enable
YRDSB to continue to offer the FI program to all who wish to enroll.
The FI program will be offered in Dual Track or Single Track settings, in a variety of configurations. In order to meet community
needs and optimize available space in our schools, a community's
Grade 1-8 FI program may be provided over more than one school
during the course of a student's FI education. This will allow flexibility in addressing community needs and the opportunity to use existing space in schools. More information is available on the Board’s
website. Please note: Some of the FI accommodation plans will
require facility modifications or the development of new schools
and will require short-term transition plans that might include overflow while we work toward the long-term vision. Overflow refers to
situations in which the Board directs students to attend a school
other than their community school or optional program for a specific
period of time, as defined in Policy #108.
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News from the Bakersfield Library
The month of November has been busy at the Bakersfield Library. In preparation for Remembrance Day, students in grades 4 – 8 had discussions based on two new library books: The Road
to Afghanistan by Canadian author Linda Granfield and Year of the Jungle by author Suzanne
Collins. Both these books inspired the students to discuss Canada’s presence in war, including
Canada’s role in Afghanistan, in preparation for our Remembrance Day guest speaker and former
Bakersfield student Ms. Sydney Gorlick. Students also had an opportunity write postcards for
peace to Canadian Veterans, which were delivered to the Veterans Wing at Sunnybrook Hospital.
This program was sponsored by Veterans Affairs Canada and the Memory Project.
As part of the 33rd annual Holocaust Education Week, Bakersfield Library hosted the program entitled National Narratives: Giving Voice. On Wednesday, November 13th, we were very fortunate
to participate in a Holocaust Education Week learning experience. Students and staff in grades 7
- 8 were honoured to hear holocaust survivor Mrs. Miriam Frankel share her personal experiences
living in Europe during the Second World War, being liberated in Germany in April 1945 and immigrating to Canada in 1948. This was a moving presentation for both the students and the staff.
The Reading Oasis Book Fair came to the Bakersfield Library Thursday, November 14th – Thursday, November 21st. The book fair was a huge success! It was wonderful to see so many students and families at the book fair. A special thanks go out to our parent volunteers Mrs. Cutler
and Mrs. Frieman, our wonderful custodial staff, teachers, student library helpers and high school
students and our amazing secretarial staff Mrs. Pivetta and Mrs. Wright for their help and support
throughout the book fair week. A very special and heartfelt thank you to Mrs. Weber, who helped
with the book fair during my absence. Mrs. Weber stepped in and made sure the book fair remained open and available to all our students.
Congratulations to Lyam in Ms. Crichtion’s class who won the Family Event Draw. Lyam won
$25.00 in books from the book fair and $25.00 in books for his class.
Thank you to all the Bakersfield parents and students who supported our classroom libraries
through their generous book donations. The staff at Bakersfield appreciates your generosity.
I would like to take this opportunity to wish you and your families a very happy and healthy holiday
season and the best for a peaceful new year.
Happy Reading! - Mrs. Woolfson
Teacher-Librarian

Lunchroom Supervisors Needed
If you or anyone you know in the area might be interested in becoming a lunchroom supervisor, please contact the school office. Our complement of lunchroom
supervisors has decreased, and the school could benefit from additional supervisors who are able to work
from 12:35 p.m.—1:35 p.m. throughout the week.

Important Dates
December 2013
19 ... Last day of school
before Winter Holidays
20 … P.A. Day
January 2014
6 ... First day of school
after Winter Holidays
17 ... PA Day—No School
for Students

Bakersfield P.S
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Literacy Corner
“Literacy is about more than reading or writing – it is about how we communicate in society. It is
about social practices and relationships, about knowledge, language and culture.”
~ UNESCO, Statement for the United Nations Literacy Decade, 2003-2012
Oral communication skills are fundamental to the development of literacy and essential for thinking and learning. Through talk, students not only communicate information but also explore and
come to understand ideas and concepts; identify and solve problems; organize their experience
and knowledge; and express and clarify their thoughts, feelings, and opinions. Listening and
speaking skills are essential for social interaction at home, at school and in the community. (The
Ontario Curriculum, Grades 1-8, Language, 2006.)
At school, students have opportunities to explore oral language daily
during classroom experiences. Students are encouraged to share
their ideas and interests in large and small group settings, and in turn
develop skills and strategies to become effective listeners and
speakers. English language learners, who are exposed to oral language daily at school will often develop oral fluency, making connections to concepts and skills acquired in their first language with similar concepts and skills presented in English. In kindergarten, students begin to understand how to use their knowledge of language to
communicate effectively in different ways, for a variety of purposes,
which includes learning how to read and write.
Parents often ask “how can I help my child with speaking and listening?” The following are some
ideas to try at home:
 Surround your child with language – encourage your child to ask questions, respond to









their questions and reinforce their understanding
Read to and with your child and talk about the story, magazine or comic book you are
reading together
Watch the news and/or read the newspaper together and talk about current issues
Play board games with your child and read the instructions together
Solve problems together (e.g., fix a leaky faucet, build a new book case, read a recipe)
Watch TV shows and play video games that interest your child and talk about why they enjoy these activities
Read the Bakersfield school newsletter or blog together and discuss what is happening in
their class and in school (e.g., classroom activities, visitors and trips, school assemblies
and speakers)
Encourage your child to talk about their daily experiences, including their relationships with
their friends and share your daily experiences with your child
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Dress Warmly for Cold Weather
All our students will be expected to be outside before, during and after
school in all weather conditions (i.e., rain or shine, snow or heat). Students
need to come to school dressed to play outside during recesses. Boots (for
rain or snow), rain jackets, hats, mitts, scarves and snow pants will help
make recess an enjoyable time. It is advisable for children to keep extra
pants and socks at school in case they get wet. To avoid adding to our
clothing collection in the Lost and Found Bin, please be sure to
label all articles of clothing.

Going on Vacation? Will you be returning late?
Ensuring the safety of our students is our priority. If you are going on vacation please notify the school office in writing. Our safe arrival program requires us to account for all students, each and every day. If a
child is not at school and is not accounted for the school will:
1) Call home to check (and if the student is still not accounted for);
2) Call the parents on their cell phone and at work (and if the child is still not accounted for);
3) Call the emergency contact numbers (and if the child is still not accounted for);
4) Call the York Regional Police as if the child is missing.
Please help us ensure our students are safe each and every day. And please let us know if you have
changed any of your phone numbers or other contact information!

Inclement Weather Entry
Bakersfield P.S. begins daily supervision at 8:40 a.m. At times,
it may become necessary for students to come in from either
the rain or extremely cold weather.
When it is indoor supervision all students will enter the school
through their usual doors ‘southeast’ or ‘southwest’. In order to
ensure the safety of all our students, we would ask that students not enter through other doors. The assigned doors will
be supervised by a staff member who will direct students to
their supervised location inside. Students in the portables will
also come into the school and wait until the 8:55 a.m. bell. Kindergarten students will enter through the main office doors and
wait in their assigned areas in front of the gym.
To maintain safety, would ask parents to say goodbye to their
children outside, and not enter the hallways. Our thanks for
your cooperation!

December’s Wellness Tip from York Region Health

