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YORK REGION DISTRICT SCHOOL BOARD 

Hello, Bakersfield P.S. Families! 
 

As we welcome in March, we now 
find ourselves with first term behind 
us and Spring just around the cor-
ner.  As the (thankfully mild!) winter 
recedes, it’s necessary to acknowl-
edge the hard work of our School 
Council on the Winter Wonderland 
fundraiser, which raised a remark-
able $12,371!  What’s more, there 
were prizes collected during the 
fundraising campaign of peripheral 
interest to students, but of possible 
interest to parents, and they’ll be 
made available in a ‘blind auction’ 
for those who might be interested!  
(Details will follow in the weeks 
ahead.)  We look forward to sharing 
how these fundraising dollars are 
used to support students with their 
learning and enhance the school.  
We wanted to remind our community 
that everyone is welcome to become 
involved in School Council.  The 
next School Council meeting is 
scheduled for Thursday, March 10th 
at 7:00 p.m. in the school library. 
 

Spring is an especially busy time for 

the school, as well.  Aside from 
planning for the 2016-2017 school 
year (please keep us informed of 
any changes to your children’s en-
rollment for next year!) we have 
many improvement plans underway 
across a variety of programs and 
supports within the schools: after-
school intervention programs in lan-
guage and math, new healthy 
snacking resources and more Posi-
tive Climates for Learning supports.  
We are also actively partnering with 
other schools in the neighbourhood 
to collaboratively improve practices 
around English Language Learners, 
Mathematics and Modern Learning. 
 

And so in March, we find ourselves 
well into the second term, and our 
collective priority as a school contin-
ues to be improving student 
achievement and well-being. As al-
ways, we welcome your collabora-
tion with our staff in the common 
interest of supporting our students. 
 

We wish everyone in our commu-
nity a wonderful month ahead and 
an enjoyable and safe March Break. 

As a result of provincial labour negotiations, a P.A. Day has been added 
for all York Region District School Board elementary schools on Friday, 
May 6, 2016 and secondary schools on Friday, June 3, 2016. Subse-
quently, May 6th will be reclassified as a ‘Day 0’ outside of the weekly cy-
cle for students, and the regular Day 1-5 cycle will resume thereafter.  You 
can see the full updated school year calendars on YRDSB’s website. 
 

These additional P.A. Days are mandated by the Ministry of Education. On 
these dates, teachers will be taking part in professional development on 
provincial education priorities identified by the Ministry of Education. 

Calendar Changes 

Administrators’ Message 
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On the Horizon 
March 10, 2016—School Council Meeting (7:00 p.m.) 
March 14, 2016-March 18, 2016—March Break 
March 22, 2016—Graduation Photos 
March 25, 2016—Good Friday 
March 28, 2016—Easter Monday 
April 5, 2016—Immunizations (2nd Hep B Gr. 7 and 2nd HPV Gr. 8 
Girls) 
May 6, 2016—P.A. Day 
May 12, 2016—Welcome to Kindergarten Evening (New kindergarten 
registrations only, 6:30 p.m.) 
May 23, 2016—Victoria Day 
May 25, 2016-June 8 2016—EQAO Testing Period 
June 3, 2016—P.A. Day 
June 30, 2016—P.A. Day 

The most compre-
hensive and up-to-
date list of impor-
tant dates is main-
tained on the Ba-
kersfield P.S. Blog.  
It can be found on 
the right side-bar 
widget of the web-
site. 

Public Health Information 

Public Health asked that schools share this information with their school communities.  Stu-
dent absences have increased recently within several schools in York Region, related to ill-
nesses with respiratory and enteric symptoms. 

To protect staff, students and families from getting ill, remember to: 
 Stay at home when you are sick, and keep your child home if they are sick 
 Keep healthy by eating healthy foods, being physically active and ensuring your immuni-

zations are up-to-date, including the seasonal flu shot 
 Avoid close contact with people who are sick 
 Wash your hands often with soap and water or using an alcohol-based hand sanitizer 

when soap and water are not available 
 Cough and sneeze into your sleeve or a tissue, not your hand, and throw away used tis-

sues immediately 
 Avoid touching your face 
 Clean and disinfect common surfaces 
 

Symptoms of respiratory and/or enteric illness can include: 
 Headache; Chills; Fever (over 38 degrees Celsius or 100 degrees Fahrenheit) 
 Muscle aches and fatigue; Runny nose; Sneezing 
 Sore throat; Watery eyes; Loss of appetite 
 Nausea and vomiting;  Diarrhea 
 

If you or your child are sick and do not improve, contact your health care provider. 
Many viruses are commonly active at this time of year, for example norovirus and influenza 
(flu). Both viruses are very contagious and can be spread by contact with contaminated sur-
faces, such as door knobs or eating utensils. For more information, read the norovirus and flu 
fact sheets online at the following links: 
 

 Norovirus fact sheet    Flu fact sheet 
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Happiness is not something ready made.  
It comes from your own actions. 

~Dalai Lama 
 
 
 
     

   Forest of Reading Book Clubs 2016  
 
 

The Forest of Reading program continues at Bakersfield P.S.  Primary students are reading 
books each week and discussing what makes a good story.  After each reading, the students 
vote on their selections.  Students in grades 3 – 6 meet weekly to read and discuss the book 
selections nominated this year.  By mid-April, our students will submit their votes to the On-
tario Library Association and wait to hear who are selected as the winners! 
 

What does reading do for us?  
 

 
 

We're always telling children that books and reading are good for them, but have we ever 
really thought about why that's true?  Exactly what do older children get out of reading nov-
els?  What do younger kids get from being read to?  Does reading matter?  Yes! 

 
 Books help children develop vital language skills 
 Reading can open up new worlds and enrich children's lives 
 Reading can enhance social skills 
 Reading can improve hand-eye coordination 
 Reading inspires … it is a trigger for the imagination 
 Reading lays the foundation for future learning 
 

        Borrowing Books 
 

Please help your child to return their library books on time and in good condition.  A gentle 
reminder at home to return overdue library books would be appreciated. 
 
Happy Reading!  
                                                                                                                                          
Mrs. Woolfson  

Library News 
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Literacy Corner 
Perseverance can be defined as sticking to a goal and working hard even in the face of obstacles 
and challenges.  Teaching a child to persevere emphasizes this is an important personal skill to 
develop.  Preparing a child with the tools to succeed as a learner is important and teaching perse-
verance is central to this effort.  Positive support and encouragement helps children to persevere.   
Nurture perseverance at home so your child can be proficient at this as a learner in school.  Sup-
port your child to set personal goals.  Providing moral support and encouragement helps your child 
work through tasks more independently and helps them appreciate how they can accomplish chal-
lenging things they set their minds to (Adapted from “How to Teach a Child Perseverance”). 
 
At Bakersfield, teachers encourage Perseverance through using a Growth mindset in their class-
room.  What is a Growth Mindset in comparison to a Fixed Mindset? 

	

Growth Mindset  

Intelligence can be developed. Intelligence cannot be changed. 

One embraces challenges. 
One takes the easy way out and gives up when 

things are difficult or challenging. 
One can always reach higher levels 

of achievement ... 
… rather than plateau and not aspire to do more 

Praise for process: “You really stud-
ied hard to do well on that test.” 

Praise for product: “Good job” or 
“You’re so smart” 

Growth Mindset Fixed Mindset 

Intelligence can be developed. Intelligence cannot be changed. 

One embraces challenges. 
One takes the easy way out and gives up when 

things are difficult or challenging. 
One can always reach higher levels 

of achievement ... 
… rather than plateau and not aspire to do more 

Praise for process: “You really stud-
ied hard to do well on that test.” 

Praise for product: “Good job” or 
“You’re so smart” 

English Language Learners 
Bakersfield Public School has a diverse student and 
staff population. We come from many different coun-
tries and speak a multitude of languages. During our 
February Winter Wonderland Door Decorating Con-
test, we were proud to have many students and staff 
contribute to writing winter word cards in their first 
language to help decorate our ELL office door. Not 
only did our students participate, but also a few par-
ents contributed to our initiative by adding words in 
their first language for their children. We have been 
so delighted to see students standing by our door 
and proudly pointing to a language they speak at 
home. 
 

At our school we are fortunate that many students 
can converse in two or more languages other than 
English. Research demonstrates students who have 
a good grasp of their first language often develop 
faster in their English learning abilities. Speaking 
more than one language is a valuable asset for stu-
dents in helping them become global citizens in to-
day’s society.  
 

We are Bakersfield Proud of our diverse communuity! 
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Monthly Wellness Tip 


