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Inside This Issue….. 

YORK REGION DISTRICT SCHOOL BOARD 

It’s hard to believe it’s December already and the New Year will be upon us in just 
a few short weeks.  As always, we wish to thank our school community for your 
commitment to the students and their learning environment.  
 

If you have been in the office recently, you will likely have seen our small but 
growing ‘Toy Mountain’, as part of our involvement in a program to collect gifts for 
children in need this holiday season.  Please consider having your child drop off 
an unwrapped toy at the school anytime before Monday December 12th.  We’d 
remind everyone that you’re also invited on Monday, December 12th 2016 at 5:00 
p.m. to the North Thornhill Community Centre, where our Toy Mountain will be 
donated, and where CTV Weather Anchor Tom Brown will broadcast the event 
live during CTV Toronto’s News at 6. 
 

With the holidays rapidly approaching, we would like to extend our warmest wish-
es for a healthy and safe holiday season to all of our students, parents, guardians 
and community members. We would also like to wish you a safe and wonderful 
New Year! 

Administrators’ Message 

http://www.bakersfieldps.com
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Year at a Glance 
Dec 10, 2016 —School Council’s Breakfast and a Movie Event 
Dec 26, 2016-Jan 6, 2017—Winter Break 
January 19, 2017—School Council Meeting 7:00 p.m. 
Jan 20, 2017—P.A. Day 
Jan 23, 2017—Mid-Year Lice Check 
Feb 3, 2017—P.A. Day 
February 13, 2017—Immunizations (Menactra/Meningitis, Grade 7 boys and girls)  
Feb 20, 2017—Family Day 
Mar 13, 2017-Mar 17, 2017—March Break 
April 14, 2017—Good Friday 
April 17, 2017—Easter Monday 
April 18, 2017—Immunizations  (Hep B, Grade 7s; 2nd HPV for Grade 7 boys and 
girls and Grade 8 girls)  
May 22, 2017—Victoria Day 
May 23, 2017-June 5 2017—EQAO Administration Dates 
June 2, 2017—P.A. Day 
June 30, 2017—P.A. Day 

The most com-
prehensive and 
up-to-date list of 
important dates 
is maintained on 
the Bakersfield 
P.S. Blog.  It can 
be found on the 
right side-bar 
widget of the web
-site. 

Winter Driving Ahead 
 

While we hope for a mild winter, we’re always aiming to have improved traffic flow during drop off and 
pick up, so we would ask for your support in the following areas, as well: 
 

 All drivers drive with particular care in and around the school.  We share a common interest in 
providing a safe environment for over 600 students and we ask that all drivers approach the school 
patiently, with consideration for pedestrian traffic, other drivers, and the staff on duty.  We would es-
pecially remind drivers to avoid distractions such as texting or using the phone. 

 

 When dropping off a child (or children), drivers are asked to pull ahead into the furthest available 
curbside spot and take care when merging back into the inner driving lane.  Students should always 
be dropped off from the curbside exit door.  No student should be dropped off from the inner driving 
lane and subsequently walk between vehicles. 

 

 At pickup, if you do not see your child (or children), drivers are asked to continue to circle the Kiss 
and Ride, as needed.  Drivers should not stop anywhere in the driving lane to pick up their child, ra-
ther continue around the Kiss and Ride and pull up curbside only when they see their child. 

 

 At no time should a vehicle be left unattended or otherwise parked in the Kiss and Ride. 
 

We would ask for your cooperation in supporting traffic flow, and we appreciate your patience in drop-
ping off and picking up your children.  We thank you for your support in helping to adhere to drop off and 
pick up procedures at the school, and we would encourage you to review these procedures with your 
children.  We’d also like to thank the many families who, notwithstanding the colder temperatures, con-
tinue to walk to school, alleviating traffic congestion with an environmentally friendly alternative to driving 
as well as a healthy choice. 
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Library Learning Commons News 

“Somewhere, something incredible is waiting to be known.”  
                                                                                                          ~Carl Sagan 
 
Holocaust Education Week – November 2 – 9 
On Monday, November 7th, Bakersfield students in grades 7 – 8 and grade 8 students from Armadale 
P.S. and King City P.S. who joined us through Google Hangout, welcomed holocaust speaker Mrs. 
Rose Lipszyc.  Through Rose’s presentation, the students gained a personal understanding and appre-
ciation of Rose’s love for her family and how she survived the war under a false identity, posing as a 
teenage Polish child worker in Germany.  A special thank you to Rose Lipszyc for sharing her story with 
us. 
 

Remembrance Day 
In preparation for Remembrance Day, students in grades 5 – 6, had an opportunity to write messages 
of thanks and good wishes to Canadian Veterans.  The Postcards for Peace were delivered to the Vet-
erans Wing of Sunnybrook Hospital on the eve of Remembrance Day.   
 

During our Remembrance Day assembly, intermediate students had the opportunity to hear from Cap-
tain Michael Poon of the Canadian Armed Forces.  Captain Poon also made some special visits to stu-
dents in grades 1 – 4. 
 

Scholastic Book Fair 
The book fair was a huge success!  It was wonderful to see so many students and their families sup-
porting the book fair.  All proceeds from the book fair helps support our school library learning commons 
through the purchase of new books and resources. Thank you to all the families who supported our 
classroom libraries through their generous book donations. 
 

Congratulations to Joana in Ms. Harrison’s class, who won the Family Event Draw.  Joana won $25.00 
in books from the book fair and $25.00 in books for her class. 
 

Recommended Reads for December 
 
            Primary                          Junior               Intermediate 

                                                                                                     
By Rosemary McCarney                   By Raina Telgemeier                             By Ransom Riggs 
 
As always, happy Reading and Happy Holidays! 

Hello and Goodbye! 

We wish a heartfelt goodbye to Dan Sirois, one of our longstanding caretakers, who had move to an-
other school within York Region.  We wanted to extend a warm welcome to Bradley Young who has 
now joined our caretaking team at Bakersfield P.S.  Our caretakers pride themselves on ensuring our 
sizable school site runs in tip-top shape and we are grateful to have such a dedicated group keeping 
our building so well maintained. 
 
We also wish a fond goodbye to Tessa Dogger, one of our Child and Youth Workers who will continue 
her career in another school district closer to her home.  We wish her well in her continued work with 
students.  We have yet to learn of Ms. Dogger’s replacement, but we look forward to welcoming a new 
member to our wonderful support team in the days and weeks ahead. 

https://www.amazon.ca/Being-Me-Rosemary-McCarney/dp/1927583934/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1480270846&sr=8-1&keywords=isbn+9781927583937
https://www.amazon.ca/gp/product/0545540623/ref=oh_aui_detailpage_o02_s02?ie=UTF8&psc=1
https://www.amazon.ca/gp/product/1594746036/ref=oh_aui_detailpage_o02_s02?ie=UTF8&psc=1
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School Bus Cancellation Notice 

To ensure the safety of students, school bus service may be cancelled due to inclement weather, ex-
treme temperatures and/or poor road conditions.  In these cases, parents and students should develop 
alternate care/transportation arrangements. 
 
Cancellation decisions will only be made after thorough consultation with the Safety Officers of school 
bus companies servicing York Region and are based on several factors including precipitation, air tem-
perature, road conditions and weather forecast.  
 
Please note the following; 
 

 A decision to cancel school bus service will be region-wide meaning all school buses, vans and 
taxis will not operate. 

 School bus routes may be cancelled when severe weather may not be affecting all munici-
palities in York Region.  Both the YRDSB and YCDSB operate many regional educational pro-
grams.  Students attending these programs are transported over large attendance areas encompassing 
several municipal boundaries.  This limits the ability to cancel bus service using a municipality or zone 
methodology. 

 When bus service is cancelled all school tests and/or examinations will be cancelled and resched-
uled. 

 Student trips involving the use of school buses will also be cancelled. 
Unless otherwise stated, schools will remain open and parents can make arrangements to transport 
their children to and from school even if school bus service is cancelled.  If buses are cancelled in the 
morning, they will not operate in the afternoon. Therefore students transported to school by par-
ents will require the same transportation home. 
 
Parents, students and school staff are asked to access the following radio and television stations after 
6:00 a.m. to receive bus cancellation information: 
 
RADIO 
590 AM  640 AM 680 AM 860 AM 1010 AM 1050 AM 
1540 AM 1580 AM  88.5 FM 89.9 FM 92.5 FM 93.1 FM 
94.9 FM 95.9 FM 97.3 FM 98.1 FM 99.1 FM 99.9 FM  
101.1 FM 102.1 FM 104.5 FM 100.7 FM 105.9  107.1 FM 
 
TELEVISION 
CITY TV     CTV Barrie     CTV Toronto     CP24     GLOBAL NEWS 
 
A bus cancellation message will also be available at www.schoolbuscity.com and by calling 1-877-330-
3001, or by following @YRDSB and @YCDSB on Twitter. 
 

Kindergarten Registration 
 

Kindergarten registration will commence on January 20, 
2017 for the 2017-18 school year.  Registration forms are 
available on YRDSB’s website: www.yrdsb.ca.  Children 
who turn four or five years old during 2017, live within the 
school boundary and whose parents are public school tax 
supporters will be eligible to register for kindergarten.  A 
kindergarten information session for parents is being 
planned for this spring.  For more information please visit 
the YRDSB website or contact the school.  

http://www.schoolbuscity.com/
http://www.yrdsb.ca/
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French Immersion Registration 

French Immersion registration will take place from January 20 - February 10, 
2017  
 
Information sessions for the French Immersion (FI) program will take place 
at French Immersion schools (our area is zoned for Ventura Park Public School) on 
January 19, 2017 at 7 p.m. FI registration will begin January 20, 2017. In order to streamline the regis-
tration process, parents or guardians of Senior Kindergarten students entering Grade 1 in 2017, 
and wishing to enroll in the FI Program, can visit or call their home school office (where your child cur-
rently attends) and request an Office Index Card - short version. The Office Index Card must be signed 
by the principal of the home school. Parents or guardians then take this form, along with one piece of 
identification showing their address to your designated French Immersion school to register between 
January 20 and February 10, 2017. This eliminates the need to provide duplicate enrolment information 
or to pre-register.   
  
Families registering students who do not currently attend a YRDSB school will need to complete full 
registration paperwork at their designated FI school. Information required for registration includes: 
 

 Proof of child’s age (Birth Certificate/Passport) 

 Any legal documents related to custody arrangements if applicable 

 Proof of Residency of the student - two documents, one from each of the categories below showing 
the home address; 
 

 Category A - notice of tax assessment, current rental/lease agreement, agreement to purchase in-
cluding proof of purchase provided before the pupil attends the school, or property tax bill, and 
Category B - utility bill, bank statement or other official document. 

YRDSB’s FI Accommodation Plan provides long-term consistency and equity of access to all students 
in York Region and will enable YRDSB to continue to offer the FI program to all who wish to en-
rol. The FI program will be offered in Dual Track or Single Track settings, in a variety of configura-
tions. In order to meet community needs and optimize available space in our schools, a community's 
Grade 1-8 FI program may be provided over more than one school during the course of a student's FI 
education. This will allow flexibility in addressing community needs and the opportunity to use existing 
space in schools.  Please note: Some of the FI accommodation plans will require facility modifications 
or the development of new schools and will require short-term transition plans that might include over-
flow while we work toward the long-term vision. Overflow refers to situations in which the Board directs 
students to attend a school other than their community school or optional program for a specific period 
of time, as defined in Policy #108. 

School Council Breakfast and Movie 
 
Tickets are still available on School Cash Online for the School 
Council’s screening of Disney’s Moana on Saturday December 
10th 2016 at Imagine Cinemas Promenade.  But time is running 
out … tickets sales close on December 2nd! 
 
Join us for breakfast at 9:30 a.m. (bagels, cream cheese, juice 
and coffee will be served) with the movie beginning at 10:00 a.m.  
Concessions will be open, as well.   
 
Please note, adults must accompany all primary aged (K-3) stu-
dents in the movie.  Tickets will be issued the week of the event.  
See you there! 

http://www.yrdsb.ca/Programs/fi/Pages/Program-Locations.aspx
http://www.yrdsb.ca/schools/pages/school-locator.aspx
http://www.yrdsb.ca/AboutUs/Policy/Documents/FOR-schooladmission-163-01.pdf
http://www.yrdsb.ca/AboutUs/Policy/Documents/FOR-schooladmission-163-01.pdf
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