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Inside This Issue….. 

YORK REGION DISTRICT SCHOOL BOARD 

We’re off to a great start in 2017, and 
just as the new calendar year has be-
gun, February also brings us to the 
close of the first term at school.  Report 
Cards for the First Term will be sent 
home on Thursday, February 16th.  
These Report Cards are a reflection on 
your child’s learning skills and progress 
in specific subject areas since Septem-
ber. If you have any questions about the 
Report Cards, please don’t hesitate to 
contact your child’s teacher.  We’d also 
remind our families that beyond the in-
formation we share at the school, the 
Ontario Ministry of Education has excel-
lent online resources for parents (http://
www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/parents/) that 
provide some of the most comprehen-
sive information about teaching and 
learning in Ontario.  You can find there 
information on a wide range of provin-
cial initiatives in education, curriculum 
for all grades and subjects, parental re-
sources for supporting learning at 
home, as well as many important docu-
ments translated into a number of differ-

ent languages.  If you’re interested in 
learning more, we encourage you to 
peruse the website.   
 

In January, our School Council ar-
ranged an excellent Parent Engage-
ment evening with speaker Dr. Shya-
mala Kiru who spoke on boosting confi-
dence in children.  Our School Council 
is busily planning for other events in-
cluding our annual fundraiser.  Our 
past fundraisers have contributed sub-
stantially to the computers, robotics 
and program enhancements student 
routinely use, and we hope to continue 
these investments in our school, so 
please help us reach our new goals in 
the months ahead (stay tuned!) 
 

February at Bakersfield is filled with 
many great events including National 
Sweater Day on the 2nd, a visit from 
an Olympian on the 8th and a Winter-
time Dance on the 17th.  And let’s not 
forget a time for you and your children 
on Family Day on the 20th.  Wishing 
everyone a wonderful February! 

We are now halfway through the school year.  This is a good time to reflect on all 
that your child has learned and to look at setting goals for the rest of the school 
year.  
 

Our Board believes that student well-being and achievement go hand-in-hand.  
One of our goals set out in the Board of Trustees’ Multi-Year Plan is to 
“continuously increase student achievement and well-being through a culture of 
caring and learning.”  The Ministry of Education has recently identified four priori-
ties for well-being: positive mental health, safe and accepting schools, healthy 
schools, and equity and inclusive education.  As a Board of Trustees, we will con-
tinue to further work in all of these areas to support student well-being in line with 
these priorities.  There are many resources on the Board website to help support 
student well-being, including tips for talking about mental health, managing stress, 
packing healthy lunches and addressing incidents of bullying.  
 

Creating a healthy, safe and welcoming learning environment is key to helping 
our students reach their full potential.  All of us have an important role to play in 
creating an environment that enables our students to thrive.  
 

I wish you all the best for a healthy, happy and successful 2017.  
 

Linda Aversa, Trustee, Vaughan Wards 3 and 4  

Trustee’s Greeting 

Administrators’ Message 

http://www.bakersfieldps.com
http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/parents/
http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/parents/
http://www.shyamalakiru.com
http://www.shyamalakiru.com
http://www.yrdsb.ca/AboutUs/BoardPlans/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/about/wellbeing2.html
http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/about/wellbeing2.html
http://www.yrdsb.ca/Programs/Healthy/Pages/Mental-Illness-and-Mental-Health-Awareness.aspx
http://www.yrdsb.ca/Students/MySkills/Pages/Stress-Management.aspx
http://www.yrdsb.ca/Programs/Healthy/Pages/Healthy-and-Environmentally-Friendly-Lunches.aspx
http://www.yrdsb.ca/Programs/SafeSchools/Pages/default.aspx
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Year at a Glance 

Feb 2, 2017—National Sweater Day 
Feb 3, 2017—P.A. Day 
February 13, 2017—Immunizations  (Menactra/Meningitis, Gr. 7 boys and girls)  
Feb 17, 2017—Bounce Entertainment Dance 
Feb 20, 2017—Family Day 
Mar 13, 2017-Mar 17, 2017—March Break 
April 14, 2017—Good Friday 
April 17, 2017—Easter Monday 
April 18, 2017—Immunizations  (Hep B, Grade 7s; 2nd HPV for Grade 7 boys 
and girls and Grade 8 girls)  
May 22, 2017—Victoria Day 
May 23, 2017-June 5 2017—EQAO Administration Dates 
June 2, 2017—P.A. Day 
June 30, 2017—P.A. Day 

The most compre-
hensive and up-to-
date list of im-
portant dates is 
maintained on the 
Bakersfield P.S. 
Blog.  It can be 
found on the right 
side-bar widget of 
the web-site. 

Students in Grades 5 to 12 at the York Region District School Board will be invited to participate in 

a survey between March 20 and April 28, 2017.  The survey is voluntary, anonymous and confi-

dential, and will take place at school.   
 

The YRDSB survey fulfills the Ontario Ministry of Education’s requirement for schools to conduct 

student surveys and is aligned with the YRDSB’s Board Improvement Plan for Student Achieve-

ment and Well-Being. Survey questions will address topics related to Math, Modern Learning, 

Mental Health and Well-Being, Equity and School Safety.  
 

This survey provides an opportunity to hear directly from students and the results will be used to 

identify student needs and plan strategies to support student achievement and well-being. If you 

have questions, please contact the school office. 
 

If you do not wish your child(ren) to participate in the survey, please contact the school by March 

10, 2017. 

School Climate Survey 

Moving? A New Child Attending? Help Us Plan Ahead! 

It may only be February, but our school has already started preliminary planning for 2017- 2018.  In 

some respects, the work we do now in the offices is especially important, because our accuracy with 

anticipated enrollment helps us better plan, and optimistically, minimizes the need to move students 

across classes in September.  We’ve been especially fortunate over the past three years not to have 

had to reorganize classes, though it is important to recognize this is always a possibility in any given 

year, especially as enrollments decline. 

We would ask our community for its help in this work. If you know you 

will be moving out of the area in the months ahead, please let the of-

fice know as soon as possible, to help us be accurate with our enroll-

ment estimates. Similarly, if you have a child who will be joining us at 

the school for the first time in junior kindergarten and have yet to regis-

ter, we would ask you to do so at your earliest convenience. Thank 

you for your support in helping us plan for continued success at the 

school.  
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Library Learning Commons News 

‘A book is a dream that you hold in your hand.’ 

                                                       ˜ Neil Gaiman 
 

Family Literacy Day  
         

 
 

Family Literacy Day is a national awareness initiative created by ABC Life Literacy Canada in 1999 and 
held annually on January 27th to raise awareness of the importance of reading and engaging in literacy-
related activities as a family.   
 
Taking time every day to read or do a learning activity with your child is essential to their development.  
As little as 15 minutes a day can improve a child’s literacy skills dramatically (ABC Life Literacy). 
 
The path to Literacy begins at home: 
 

● Rhymes, chants, songs and storytelling create a rich environment for language development.   
● Speak with your child and listen to what your child has to say. 
● Reading, talking, and drawing with your child, will help them develop skills they will use forever. 
 

In honour of Family Literacy Day, students in kindergarten and grade 1 had a ‘Mystery Reader’ visit 
their class to share their favourite picture book.  For more information, including activities you can do 
with your child, check out the Family Literacy Day website: abclifeliteracy.ca/family-literacy 
  
 

Forest of Reading Program 

 
 

The Forest of Reading® is Canada's largest recreational reading program!  This initiative of the Ontario 
Library Association (OLA) offers several reading programs to encourage a love of reading in people of 
all ages.  The Forest of Reading program helps celebrate Canadian books, publishers, authors and il-
lustrators.  More than 250,000 readers participate annually from their School and/or Public Library (OLA 
Association). 
 
At the Bakersfield Library Learning Commons, we will once again be participating in the Blue Spruce, 
Silver Birch Express, Silver Birch Fiction and Non-Fiction programs. 
 
This year’s selection of Forest of Reading books can also be found at your local Vaughan and Rich-
mond Hill Public Libraries, Indigo/Chapters stores and your local book store.  You can obtain more in-
formation on the Forest of Reading program by visiting the Ontario Library Association website 
www.accessola.org. 
 

As always, happy reading!                                                                                                                                  
~ Mrs. Woolfson 

http://abclifeliteracy.ca/family-literacy
http://www.accessola.org/web/OLA/Forest_of_Reading/OLA/Forest_of_Reading/Forest_of_Reading.aspx
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Literacy Corner 

There are many ways parents make a difference in their children’s success at school. Parents who talk 
with their children about their day at school or who make sure there is a quiet place to do homework are 
all examples of engaged parents (Capacity Building Series, Parent Engagement, 2012). 
 
It may seem obvious, but it is as important to listen to, as to talk with your child.  Talking builds your 
child’s capacity for understanding new things.  This kind of talk goes beyond telling your child some-
thing.  Indeed, children develop their oral language skills through both talking and listening.  Some ways 
to encourage children to share their thinking include: 
 

• invite elaboration of an idea (“Okay. Tell me more about that.”) 
• ask for clarification (“I’m not sure I understand. Is there another way you can ex-
plain that?”) 
• invite new voices to enter the conversation (“That’s interesting. I’m wondering if 
Dad or Uncle Rob have another opinion to share.”) 

 
Below are some suggestions of ‘talk starters’ and how to listen effectively: 
 

 
 
 

Talking with your child (Talk starters) As you are listening … 

What did you notice about… 
If you’re reading a book together, show your child you 
are enjoying the book by being engaged and asking 
questions 

What would you do if…. Make connections to what your child already knows 

How do you know that? Be patient and listen to your child’s response 

An Allergy Reminder 
 

We wanted to remind our families that there are students in our school who have life-threatening aller-
gies to nuts and other allergens.  If they smell or come into contact with these foods, they may have an 
anaphylactic reaction.  
 
We would ask all members of our school community to please not bring nuts or any food that contains 
or may contain nut products to school. 
 
As always, if your child has a serious or life-threatening allergy or medical condition, please let the 
school know immediately and speak to the school office about completing the appropriate medical 
forms.  If your child has an anaphylactic condition you will need to complete an Anaphylactic Reactions 
Protocol each year.  If your child has any other medical condition, you will need to complete 
an Emergency Health Care Plan each year. 

http://wilshirees.files.wordpress.com/2013/09/anaphylactic.pdf
http://wilshirees.files.wordpress.com/2013/09/anaphylactic.pdf
http://brownridgeps.files.wordpress.com/2013/09/anaphylactic.pdf
http://wilshirees.files.wordpress.com/2013/09/health.pdf
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Monthly Wellness Tip 


