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Inside This Issue….. 

YORK REGION DISTRICT SCHOOL BOARD 

February was a wonderful month, with 
many memorable events at the school, 
including a visit from Stephen Lewis 
Secondary School to share with our 
grade 8 students and parents, National 
Sweater Day emphasizing our commit-
ment to being responsible in our energy 
usage, a visit from Olympic Athlete Sa-
rah Wells, and a Winter Friendship 
Dance. 
 

With March now upon us, we find our-
selves with first term behind us and 
Spring just around the corner (and 
some Spring-like weather already here!)  
Events in the coming month include our 
Primary Family Math Night, which will 
focus on using games that can be 
played at home to support math con-
cepts.  As well, in March our School 
Council will launch its annual school 
fundraiser, and we thank our community 
in advance for their support; school 
fundraising makes a real difference for 
our students, and enables us to invest 
in a wide range of tablets, laptops, com-
puters, robotics, and program enhance-

ments that enrich learning for our stu-
dents.  More details about the fundrais-
er will follow in the weeks ahead.  As 
always, we thank our School Council, 
and we wanted to remind our commu-
nity that everyone is welcome to be-
come involved in School Council.  The 
next School Council meeting is sched-
uled for Thursday, March 30th at 7:00 
p.m. in the school library. 
 

Spring is an especially busy time for 
the school, as well.  Aside from plan-
ning for the 2016-2017 school year 
(please keep us informed of any 
changes to your children’s enrollment 
for next year!) we have many improve-
ment plans underway across a variety 
of programs and supports within the 
schools: collaborative math learning 
with neighborhood schools, Mental 
Health inquiry projects supporting 
school climate, and Modern Learning 
work that engages students’ ‘passions’. 
 

We wish everyone a wonderful month 
ahead and an enjoyable March Break. 

Our ‘Check Yourself’ team is proud to 
announce it’s newest wellness project 
—Bakersfield AWESOME.  Inspired by 
Neil Pasricha’s ‘Book of Awesome’, the 
initiative involves staff, students and 
community members being mindful of 
routine, everyday events that contribute 
to our overall wellbeing. 
 

While the predecessor ‘Bakersfield 
Proud’ initiative involved identifying 
good character and conduct in others, 
the new initiative attends to self-
affirmation, and looks to cultivate ap-
preciation, mindfulness and optimism in 
our students and ourselves.  This initia-
tive will run alongside a new cross-
division project focused on promoting 
resiliency through social-emotional 
learning.  Stay tuned for details! 

Bakersfield AWESOME 

Administrators’ Message 

http://www.bakersfieldps.com
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Year at a Glance 
Mar 2, 2017—Primary Family Math Night, 6:00 p.m. 
Mar 13, 2017-Mar 17, 2017—March Break 
Mar 30, 2017—Grade 8 Graduation Photos 
Mar 30, 2017—School Council, 7:00 p.m. 
April 14, 2017—Good Friday 
April 17, 2017—Easter Monday 
April 18, 2017—Immunizations  (Hep B, Grade 7s; 2nd HPV for Grade 7 boys 
and girls and Grade 8 girls)  
May 4, 2017—Welcome to Kindergarten Night (new JK/first time SK students) 
May 11, 2017—Parent Engagement Evening with Michelle Cassidy 
May 22, 2017—Victoria Day 
May 23, 2017-June 5 2017—EQAO Administration Dates 
June 2, 2017—P.A. Day 
June 21, 2017—Grade 8 Graduation 
June 30, 2017—P.A. Day 

The most compre-
hensive and up-to-
date list of im-
portant dates is 
maintained on the 
Bakersfield P.S. 
Blog.  It can be 
found on the right 
side-bar widget of 
the web-site. 

Students in Grades 5 to 12 at the York Region District School Board will be invited to participate in 

a survey between March 20 and April 28, 2017.  The survey is voluntary, anonymous and confi-

dential, and will take place at school.   
 

The YRDSB survey fulfills the Ontario Ministry of Education’s requirement for schools to conduct 

student surveys and is aligned with the YRDSB’s Board Improvement Plan for Student Achieve-

ment and Well-Being. Survey questions will address topics related to Math, Modern Learning, 

Mental Health and Well-Being, Equity and School Safety.  
 

This survey provides an opportunity to hear directly from students and the results will be used to 

identify student needs and plan strategies to support student achievement and well-being. If you 

have questions, please contact the school office. 
 

If you do not wish your child(ren) to participate in the survey, please contact the school by March 

10, 2017. 

School Climate Survey 

We Need Your Help in Projecting Enrollment for the School! 

Our school is well underway in planning for 2017- 2018.  In some respects, the work we do now in 

the offices is especially important, because our accuracy with anticipated enrollment helps us better 

plan, and optimistically, minimizes the need to move students across classes (’reorganize’) in Sep-

tember.  We’ve been especially fortunate over the past three years not to have had to reorganize 

classes, though it is important to recognize this is always a possibility in any 

given year, especially as enrollments decline overall in the community. 

We would ask our community for its help in this work. If you know you will be 

moving out of the area in the months ahead, please let the office know as 

soon as possible, to help us be accurate with our enrollment estimates. Simi-

larly, if you have a child who will be joining us at the school for the first time in 

junior kindergarten and have yet to register, we would ask you to do so at your 

earliest convenience. And if you meet someone moving into the community, 

encourage them to register sooner rather than later!  Thank you for your sup-

port with our school planning.  
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Library Learning Commons News 

‘You are braver than you believe, stronger than you seem, 
and smarter than you think. 

                                                                          ˜A.A. Milne 

Black History Month 
         

 

Every February, Canadians celebrate Black History Month by acknowledging the remarkable 

achievements and contributions that Canadians of African and Caribbean descent have 

made to Canada.   

 

At the Bakersfield Library Learning Commons, we reflected on the bravery and cour-

age of individuals like Viola Desmond, a prominent Black Canadian businesswoman 

who changed the course of Canadian history by refusing to leave a whites-only area 

of a movie theatre in 1946.        

 

In Honour of Black History, we have added some new book selections to our library collection.   

 

 

 

Change of Heart by Alice Walsh  

        

This book is based on the true story of a young African American named Lanier Phillips who es-

caped the danger, racism and segregation of his Georgia home by joining the navy.  After 

tragedy strikes his ship, Lanier is saved by the kind strangers of St. Lawrence, Newfoundland.  

He often credits the people of St. Lawrence for changing his life forever. 

 

 

 

Freedom Over Me by Ashley Bryan     

 

This story is a tribute to the strength of human spirit and power of hope and the eleven slaves 

who belonged to Cado and Mary Fairchilds. 

 

 

 

My Daddy, Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. by Martin Luther King III     

 

This picture book memoir, My Daddy, Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. by Martin Luther King III, pro-

vides insight into one of history’s most fascinating families and into a special bond between 

father and son. 
 

Borrowing Books    
 

Please help your child to return their library books on time and in good condition.  A gentle re-

minder at home to return overdue library books would be appreciated. 
 

As always, happy Reading! 

~ Mrs. Woolfson 

https://www.amazon.ca/Freedom-Over-Me-Eleven-Brought/dp/1481456903/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1488142062&sr=1-1&keywords=freedom+over+me
https://www.amazon.ca/Daddy-Dr-Martin-Luther-King/dp/006028076X/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1488142199&sr=1-1&keywords=my+daddy+dr.+martin+luther+king+jr.
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Literacy Corner 

Supporting Reading at Home 
 
One of the most common questions parents of primary students ask is how to support their children’s 
oral reading.  What does fluent reading sound like?   
 
When you listen to you child read, observe his or her reading behaviours.  Can your child read the text 
smoothly?  Does you child’s reading sound like talking?  Does your child pay attention to punctuation?  
Do you notice the strategies your child is using to attempt to read unfamiliar words?  Encourage your 
child to try reading the text independently using clues, such as the pictures provided.  If you notice your 
child having difficulty reading unfamiliar words, encourage him or her to re-read the sentence or chapter 
for meaning.  While is it often our intention to ‘help’ our child by providing them with a difficult word, the 
strategies used to read unfamiliar words are essential.  While a text may be too difficult is your child is 
having difficulty every few words, but a little of this ‘productive struggle’ is helpful. 
 
It is very important to both listen to your child reading aloud, and to continue to read to them even after 
they become independent readers.  There are many ways to read together: 
 

 Taking turns reading pages 

 Reading in unison and stopping to talk about the reading 

 Read the text to your child (in their first language) to demonstrate how fluent and expressive read-
ing sounds.  (Many simple multilingual texts can be accessed for free online at http://
www.uniteforliteracy.com/ 

 Allow your child to choose books about topics of interest; by 
showing your interest in the same books, rich conversations 
can emerge 

 
It’s also important, of course, to ensure that your child under-
stands what they are reading.  How do you know your child under-
stands what they’re reading?  One easy way to check is to ensure 
your child is able to answer a few questions about the text and 
retell the story using pertinent information from the text.  Asking a 
few thoughtful questions (e.g., why did a particular event happen?  
How could the main character have behaved differently?) can 
gauge whether your child understands the text. 
 

Transportation: Student Busing Eligibility 
 

Did you know that students’ bussing eligibility changes throughout their school career?  
 

Your son/daughter’s eligibility to ride the school bus may change according to their grade and distance 
from home to school. Below are the provisions for eligibility identified in the Board’s Transportation Poli-
cy #680:  
 

• All YRDSB students in Grades JK-3 who live within 1.2 km of their school are 
not eligible for transportation  
• All YRDSB students in Grades 4-8 who live within 1.6 km of their school are not 
eligible for transportation  
• All YRDSB students in Grades 9-12 who live within a transit served area are not 
eligible for transportation.  

 

To view Board Policy #680 Student Transportation, please visit www.yrdsb.edu.on.ca. For more infor-
mation about bus transportation and to determine your son/daughter’s eligibility please visit 
www.schoolbuscity.com.  

http://www.uniteforliteracy.com/
http://www.uniteforliteracy.com/
http://www.yrdsb.edu.on.ca
http://www.schoolbuscity.com
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Monthly Wellness Tip 


