
 

 

 
 

 

Year at a Glance, Dress 
Code, School Climate 
Survey 

Page 2 

Library Learning Commons 
News 

Page 3 

Literacy Corner, Building 
Nature Connection 

Page 4 

Monthly Wellness Tip from 
York Region 

Page 5 

April 2017 

Dr. M. Richmon 
Principal  

Ms. O. Soroka 
Vice Principal 

  

Ms. D. Banaj 
Administrative Assistant 

Ms. C. Price 
Secretary 

  

Phone:  905-731-8227 
Fax:      905-731-8161 

  

BPS Blog: 
www.bakersfieldps.com 

On Twitter @Bakersfield_PS 
  

Mr. P. Mastrangelo 
 Lead Caretaker 

Mr. B. Pariselli 
Mr. B. Young 
Mr. V. Yabut  

Caretakers 

  

Mr. L. Aversa 
Trustee 

  

Mr. P. Valle 
 Superintendent  CEC West        

905-764-6830 
  

Ms. B. Abtan & 
Ms. S. Greene 

2016-2017 
School Council Co-chairs 

 

Inside This Issue….. 

YORK REGION DISTRICT SCHOOL BOARD 

Welcome to Spring, and the final three 
months of the school year.  Spring rep-
resents some of the busiest times for 
the school, given the learning that con-
tinues in the building, and the many fac-
ets of planning already underway for the 
2017-2018 year.   
 

We have a number of exciting school 
events we are looking forward to.  At the 
end of April, Bakersfield P.S. will be 
hosting the Building Nature Connection 
symposium, which is an eco-fair that 
partners with upwards of twenty com-
munity groups to support our under-
standing of environmental issues rang-
es from water usage to composting.  
The event will be informative, interactive 
and fun, and we’d welcome everyone in 
our community to attend with their chil-
dren and learn more about how all of us 
might ‘build’ a nature connection even in 
our urban setting.  Similarly, in May we 
will be hosting our first ever Mental 
Health and Wellness week, where once 
again we will be partnering with commu-
nity groups in the interest of supporting 
wellbeing for all our students. 
 

In the most immediate future, however, 

our School Council is on the cusp of 
launching it’s annual fundraiser, the 
Bakersfield Basket Bonanza.  In the 
weeks ahead we will be soliciting dona-
tions for the school (so students might 
have a chance to win a gift basket) and 
whatever the fanciful request might 
look like, the bottom line is essentially 
the same: please give.  Our school has 
come to enjoy a tremendous benefit 
from the generosity of the community, 
and our annual fundraiser is the main 
source of that support.  Fundraising 
has enabled us to install a state-of-the-
art scoreboard in our gymnasium, pur-
chase hundreds of Chomebooks, doz-
ens of iPads, and numerous robotics 
kits and accessories.  Indeed, our 
school has taken on a bit of a ‘STEM” 
character (Science, Technology, Engi-
neering and Mathematics) given the 
investments made through fundraising.  
We hope to continue developing this in 
the months (and years) ahead, so we 
will appeal to your willingness to given 
once more in April.   
 

We thank you for your generosity, in 
advance.  And our students thank you, 

too!  Bakersfield ! 

Between May 23rd 2017 and June 5th 2017 students in Grade 3 and 
Grade 6 will be taking part in the provincial Assessment of Reading, Writ-
ing and Mathematics, Primary Division (Grades 1–3) and Junior Division 
(Grades 4-6).  This assessment is administered to all Grade 3 and Grade 6 
students in Ontario’s publicly funded school system by the Education Qual-
ity and Accountability Office(EQAO), an independent agency of the Gov-
ernment of Ontario.  
 
While the exact dates for the administration of As-
sessment of Reading, Writing and Mathematics, 
Primary Division and Junior Division have yet to be 
finalized for the school, we would kindly ask that 
you avoid planning appointments, vacations or 
breaks that may make your child absent during this 
two week period.  Our thanks, in advance. 

Please Avoid Our EQAO Administration Dates 

Administrators’ Message 

http://www.bakersfieldps.com
http://www.eqao.com/en
http://www.eqao.com/en
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Year at a Glance 
April 14, 2017—Good Friday 
April 17, 2017—Easter Monday 
April 18, 2017—Immunizations  (Hep B, Grade 7s; 2nd HPV for Grade 7 boys 
and girls and Grade 8 girls)  
April 27, 2017—Building Nature Connection 
May 4, 2017—Welcome to Kindergarten Night (new JK/first time SK students) 
May 11, 2017—Parent Engagement Evening with Michelle Cassidy 
May 22, 2017—Victoria Day 
May 23, 2017-June 5 2017—EQAO Administration Dates 
June 2, 2017—P.A. Day 
June 21, 2017—Grade 8 Graduation 
June 30, 2017—P.A. Day 

The most compre-
hensive and up-to-
date list of im-
portant dates is 
maintained on the 
Bakersfield P.S. 
Blog.  It can be 
found on the right 
side-bar widget of 
the web-site. 

Students in Grades 5 to 12 at the York Region District School Board have been participating in a 

survey running from March 20 and April 28, 2017.  The survey is voluntary, anonymous and confi-

dential, taking place at school.   

The YRDSB survey fulfills the Ontario Ministry of Education’s requirement for schools to conduct 

student surveys and is aligned with the YRDSB’s Board Improvement Plan for Student Achieve-

ment and Well-Being. Survey questions will address topics related to Math, Modern Learning, 

Mental Health and Well-Being, Equity and School Safety.  

This survey provides an opportunity to hear directly from students and the results will be used to 

identify student needs and plan strategies to support student achievement and well-being. If you 

have questions, please contact the school office. 

In the weeks to come, details will be shared about a Parent's Survey, enabling you to contribute 
your voice to this important data collection undertaking, as well.

School Climate Survey 

School Dress Code 

Board Policy and Procedure #635.0, Student Dress Code outlines that “student dress code is a 
standard for all students that meets school community expectations for appropriate dress.”  It 
also outlines that principals are responsible for “working with the School Council, [to] review the 
student dress code every two years.”  At the School Council meeting held last March, the dress 
code was reviewed and maintained, as follows:   

Students need to dress appropriately to school.  Examples of clothing that should not be worn at 
school include: 

 short skirts and shorts (if you wear these items the length should be at least full arm length with
fingers stretched downwards)

 tank tops (strap width should be two finger spaces wide), no spaghetti straps, no tops that leave
the midriff exposed, or undergarments visible; no halter tops

 flip flops (full sandals only)

 refrain from wearing hats, bandanas and any other headwear in school, except for religious pur-
poses

 clothing with inappropriate slogans or logos
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Library Learning Commons News 

‘The earth has music for those who listen.’ 
                                               ˜W. Shakespeare 

 

Happy Earth Day – April 22nd  
 

Earth Day Canada inspires people to connect with nature and build resilient communities.  This 

year’s initiative is Earth Play for Earth Day, encouraging all Canadians to get outside through-

out the month of April, playing and connecting to nature.  For more information on Earth Day 

events check the Earth Day Canada websites www.earthday.ca. 

  

Some book suggestions to initiate Earth Day discussions with your child include:                             

    By Stuart J. Murphy                By Dr. Seuss                   By Lynne Cherry               By Peter Brown 

 

I Read Canadian Book Challenge    

 
   
 
 

\ 

Calling all students from Kindergarten to Grade 12 to get reading!  In honour of Canada’s upcoming 

150th birthday, the Forest of Reading staff are challenging young readers across Canada to read 150 

Forest of Reading books from now until the end of the year.  

 

This challenge runs from March 1, 2017 until December 31, 2017.  

 
Participants must read, or have read to them, any of the nominated titles in any of the programs from 

any program year.  All participants who complete the challenge will be entered into a draw to receive 

a free set of 10 books.  More information can be found at www.accessola.org  

 

We subscribe to TumbleBook Library.  TumbleBook Library is an online collection of animated, talking pic-

ture books, which you and your child can easily access with most devices.  Username: bakersfield -  

password: books 

 

As always, happy reading!  ~Ms. Woolfson, Teacher Librarian 

http://www.earthday.ca
http://www.accessola.org
http://www.tumblebooklibrary.com/autologin.aspx?userid=%2fIcs6s9OpLeJosRfnsWGyQ%3d%3d
http://www.thejennyevolution.com/product/k-The+Curious+Garden/CA/thesensspec0e-20/
http://www.thejennyevolution.com/product/k-The+Great+Kapok+Tree:+A+Tale+of+the+Amazon+Rain+Forest/CA/thesensspec0e-20/
http://www.thejennyevolution.com/product/0394823370/US/generationikid-20/
https://www.amazon.ca/Earth-Day-Hooray-Stuart-J-Murphy/dp/0060001291/ref=sr_1_8?ie=UTF8&qid=1490230054&sr=8-8&keywords=earth+day+picture+books
http://asp.tumblebooks.com/Home.aspx?categoryID=13
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Literacy Corner 

Why is writing so important? 
 

Every day, we need to write in order to complete our tasks, whether we are filling out a form at the doc-
tor's office or writing an important letter. These tasks require us to write clearly, and organize infor-
mation effectively.  Whether students are writing by hand or on the computer, many assignments and 
tests require students to write short answers or longer essays as a way of assessing what they have 
learned.  In a more routine way, writing letters and emails is a common way of keeping in touch with our 
friends and relatives.  

Many students have trouble writing with clarity and organization, and this can discourage them from 
writing if they feel frustrated.  That's where parental involvement and adult support can be very helpful. 
Encouraging your child to develop strong writing skills at a young age, and to become a better writer as 
they gets older, can have a lifelong positive impact on their writing, and may make writing an easier and 
more enjoyable process for them.  Below are some tips. 

Provide an Optimal Writing Area 
It's important for your child to have a good place to write, such as a desk or table with a smooth, flat 
surface. It's also crucial to have good lighting.  

Provide the Necessary Materials 
Provide plenty of paper (lined and unlined) and things to write with, including pencils, pens, and cray-
ons. Provide a device and encourage your child to develop keyboarding skills early on so they will be-
come proficient later.  There are plenty of fun online sites to learn how to keyboard (e.g., BBC Dance 
Mat Typing: http://www.bbc.co.uk/guides/z3c6tfr) 

Brainstorm 
Talk with your child as much as possible about their ideas and impressions, and encourage them to de-
scribe people and events to you.   Consider asking your child questions when he or she writes. Ask 
specific questions such as: “How did that happen?”, “How did that make you feel?”, “Can you tell me 
more about that…?”, or “What are some other words you could use to describe…?” 
 
Provide Authentic Experiences for Writing 
Have your child write greeting cards, thank you notes, birthday cards, letters or emails.  Encourage 
them to write shopping lists and prepare weekly family menus.  Have your child write a favourite recipe.  
Read, research and plan outings and family vacations together. 
 
For more literacy activities that can be done at home, visit the Parents’ Guide for Reading and Writing 
with Your Child (http://edu.gov.on.ca/eng/literacynumeracy/parentGuideLitEn.pdf). 

Building Nature Connection 
 

YOU'RE INVITED! 

BUILDING NATURE CONNECTION III 

IN OUR SCHOOLS, FAMILIES & COMMUNITY  
 
Explore a variety of interactive activities and workshops that support you and your children in building 

nature connection in your own backyards and local urban spaces. 
 

PLEASE JOIN US ON THURSDAY, APRIL 27TH, 2017 

AT BAKERSFIELD PUBLIC SCHOOL FROM 4:30 – 7:30 PM 

FOR AN EXCITING EVENING OF ECO-EXPO, WORKSHOPS, SEMINARS, 

AND LIVE ENTERTAINMENT FEATURING A VARIETY OF COMMUNITY AND SCHOOL PARTNERS  

 

IT’S FREE … YOU DON’T WANT TO MISS IT! 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/guides/z3c6tfr
http://edu.gov.on.ca/eng/literacynumeracy/parentGuideLitEn.pdf
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Monthly Wellness Tip 


