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Inside This Issue….. 

YORK REGION DISTRICT SCHOOL BOARD 

We’ve had a busy May!  Aside from our 
regular teaching and learning, May was 
filled with a number of other programs 
and initiatives: our school’s first Mental 
Health and Wellness conference, a par-
ent engagement evening with Michelle 
Cassidy, DrumFit, Track and Field Days 
for Junior and Intermediate Students, as 
well as Provincial EQAO assessments 
for Grades 3 and 6 which continue into 
the beginning of June.  As well, in May, 
our students worked together to ‘Jump 
Rope for Heart’, raising money in our 
annual drive to support the Heart and 
Stroke Foundation. 
 

May also saw the culmination of our 
wildly successful Bakersfield Basket Bo-
nanza fundraiser where our school 
raised close to $10,000.  We look for-
ward to sharing with you how that mon-
ey is used to support programming and 
enhancements for our students in the 
months ahead. 
 

Even with the year slowly coming to a 
close, we still have a number of events 
on the near horizon, including our 

School Council’s community event at 
Sky Zone Trampoline Park on Monday, 
June 5th.  (As of this writing, there are 
still tickets available for your children to 
participate, so go on to SchoolCash 
Online and get them jumping!) 
 
And with summer just around the cor-
ner, we are indeed engaged in plan-
ning for the next school year.  Details 
about the coming school year will be 
shared out in an ongoing way in the 
weeks ahead and over the summer on 
our school blog (bakersfieldps.com) 
and Twitter (@Bakersfield_PS) and 
we’d encourage everyone to subscribe 
to best stay up to date. 
 
Have a wonderful June! 
 
 

Looking Ahead to 2017—2018 

Administrators’ Message 

For those who like to plan considera-
bly ahead, we’ve begun to work on 
our 2017-2018 calendar.  Please con-
sider these dates to be tentative, and 
ongoing updates and any changes will 
appear on www.bakersfieldps.com 
under the school calendar sidebar. 
 

June 2, 2017—P.A. Day 
June 29, 2017—Early Release Day 
June 30, 2017—P.A. Day 
Sept 4, 2017—Labour Day 
Sept 5, 2017—First Day of School 
Sept 14, 2017—Curriculum Night BBQ 
Sept 25, 2017—P.A. Day 
Sept 28, 2017—First School Council 
Meeting and Elections 
Oct 9, 2017—Thanksgiving Day 
Oct 20, 2017—P.A. Day 

Oct 25, 2017—School Photos 
Nov 22, 2017—Photo Retakes 
Nov 24, 2017—P.A. Day 
Dec 25, 2017-Jan 5, 2018—Winter 
Break 
Jan 19, 2018—P.A. Day 
Feb 2, 2018—P.A. Day 
Feb 19, 2018—Family Day 
Mar 12, 2018-Mar 16, 2018—March 
Break 
March 30, 2018—Good 
Friday 
April 2, 2018—Easter 
Monday 
May 21, 2018—Victoria 
Day 
June 4, 2018—P.A. 
Day 
June 29, 2018—P.A. Day 

http://www.bakersfieldps.com
http://www.bakersfieldps.com
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A Message from Our Trustee 
As we near the end of the school year, I want to thank you for all that you do to strengthen our schools 
and communities. This is a good time to celebrate your child’s achievements over the past year. 
  
One of our goals in the Trustees’ Multi-Year Plan is to “continuously increase student achievement and 
well-being through a culture and caring and learning.” That includes a culture that emphasizes engage-
ment and positive relationships among all the members of the school community – students, staff mem-
bers, families and community members. 
  
You, as parents/guardians, are our most important partners when it comes to education. The support 
you have provided to your child throughout this past school year will help to strengthen our schools and 
make a difference to your child’s learning. 
  
I encourage you to continue engaging your child in learning throughout the summer, and to help them to 
see the connections between what they are learning in school and the world around them. There are so 
many opportunities to do this over the summer, whether that’s planning a budget with your child, enjoy-
ing the natural beauty in York Region, reading a book or visiting local sites. Whatever your plans are 
this summer, I wish you all a successful end to the school year, and a safe and enjoyable summer.   
 

~ Linda Aversa, Vaughan Wards 3 and 4 

 

Transportation: Student Busing Eligibility 

Early Release Day 

All schools in the York Region District School Board are committed to improving student achieve-
ment and well-being.  On Thursday, June 29th, 2017 an early release day will take place to allow el-
ementary teachers and support staff to take part in meetings during the afternoon of that day.  These 
meetings will allow for school staff to engage in culminating activities regarding the review and revi-
sion of the School’s Improvement Plan as well as year-end and transition activities that support stu-
dent success.   
 
As has been our practice in the past, students will attend school during the morning of Thursday, 
June 29th, 2017 only.  Students will be dismissed early that day at 11:55 a.m.  Arrangements will be 
made to ensure that students who are normally bused to and from school will receive transportation 
at this time.  Parents/guardians whose children attend after school child care should make appropri-
ate arrangements to address this change in schedule.  If you have any questions, please feel free to 
contact the office.  

Did you know that students’ bussing eligibility changes throughout their school career?  
 
Your son/daughter’s eligibility to ride the school bus may change according to their grade and distance 
from home to school. Below are the provisions for eligibility identified in the Board’s Transportation Poli-
cy #680:  
 

• All YRDSB students in Grades JK-3 who live within 1.2 km of their school are 
not eligible for transportation  
• All YRDSB students in Grades 4-8 who live within 1.6 km of their school are 
not eligible for transportation  
• All YRDSB students in Grades 9-12 who live within a transit served area are 
not eligible for transportation.  

 
To view Board Policy #680 Student Transportation, please visit www.yrdsb.edu.on.ca. For more infor-
mation about bus transportation and to determine your son/daughter’s eligibility please visit 
www.schoolbuscity.com. 

http://www.yrdsb.ca/AboutUs/BoardPlans/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.yrdsb.edu.on.ca
http://www.schoolbuscity.com
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Library Learning Commons News 

“Follow every rainbow, till you find your dream.” 
                                                                                ˜Rodgers & Hammerstein 

 

The end of the school year is fast approaching and we will soon be collecting library books and other 
reading material.  All library books should be returned to the library during the week of June 16 - 23.  
Please contact Mrs. Woolfson if you have any questions regarding the cost of replacing lost or dam-
aged library books. 
 
 
The 2017 Forest of Reading Winners 
 
The Forest of Reading program allows readers of all ages to cultivate a love of reading, through Cana-
dian picture books, young adult books and novels.  This year, marked the tenth anniversary of the Fes-
tival of Trees, and the winners of the 2017 Forest of Reading program were announced this past May 
16 and 17.  
 
And the awards go to… 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
Author and Illustrator Elly MacKay 
 
On May 18th, students in grades one and two had the opportunity to meet Canadian author and illustra-
tor Elly MacKay.  Elly creates unique images using layers of paper, light and photography.  Students 
had an opportunity to create a butterfly image using some of Elly’s techniques, which is displayed in the 
Library Learning Commons.  A huge thank you to Elly for inspiring us! 
 
 
Summer Reading 
 
Summer reading will help your child maintain his or her reading skills, improve reading fluency, and 
learn new vocabulary and concepts.  When parents and children enjoy reading together, they develop a 
love of books and reading that lasts a lifetime.  For more information and tips to help engage your child 
in the joy of reading this summer, check the TD Summer Reading Club at 
www.tdsummerreadingclub.ca and the Vaughan Public Libraries. 
 
I would like to take this opportunity to wish you and your families a safe and happy summer. 

As always, happy reading!   

~ Ms. Woolfson, Teacher Librarian 

Blue Spruce 
 
 

Silver Birch Express 
 
 

Silver Birch Fiction 
 
 

Silver Birch Non-Fiction 
 
 

http://www.tdsummerreadingclub.ca
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Literacy Corner 

“You’re off to great places! Today is your day! 
Your mountain is waiting, so… get on your way!” 

                                                                  ~Dr. Seuss, Oh, the Places You’ll Go 
 
 
It is hard to believe that another school year is coming to a close, but that doesn’t mean we 
take a break from learning, and especially from reading. Research shows that children who 
never open a book during their summer break may fall behind in reading, while children who do 
read during the summer typically maintain their reading skills and often excel. 
 
Reading during the summer months: 
 

 maintains and/or increases your child’s reading level 
 helps your child expand their language and critical thinking skills  
 expands your child’s vocabulary  
 develops life-long reading habits 
 encourages your child to read for enjoyment 
 

Families can motivate children to read during the summer months. There are many strategies 
to encourage summertime reading:  
 
1. Kids have a lot of opportunities to engage in fun activities over the summer.  This is when 

parents can encourage children to read a book about the activity. If you're going to a base-
ball game, suggest that your child read a book about a favorite player beforehand. In the 
car or while enjoying a snack at the ball park, you can talk about the book and the game 
simultaneously. 

 
2. Take your children to see a local storyteller (or be one yourself!)   
 
3. Visit your local library.  (Pleasant Ridge Library is excellent and close by!) 
 
4. Read aloud to your children, no matter what their age.  You can read aloud from newspaper 

articles, magazines or picture books.  You can use different voices to make the story more 
interesting.  Leave some time in your children’s busy summer schedules for reading such 
as before bedtime or over breakfast.  Try to encourage them to pick books for pure enjoy-
ment.  

hhttp://www.vaughanpl.info/libraries/view/10
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Monthly Wellness Tip 


