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YORK REGION DISTRICT SCHOOL BOARD 

It’s hard to believe, but September is 
upon us once again, and it’s time to wel-
come you to Bakersfield Public School!  
To our new families, we’re glad to have 
you joining us, and to our returning fam-
ilies, we would like to welcome you back 
for another happy and successful new 
school year.  We expect the 2017-2018 
school year to be a great one!   

Over the past several weeks our teach-
ers and support staff have been into the 
school to prepare their classrooms for 
the new school year, and the rooms 
look great!  Our caretakers have also 
been working hard to ensure that the 
building is ready for the first day of 
school to welcome back our students.  
Among other things over the summer, 
they supervised various site work in-
cluding the replacement of old and bro-
ken blinds in the school and the removal 
of a portable.  (There is only one porta-
ble remaining, which we anticipate at 
present will be unused.)  Lastly, we ex-
tend a sincere thank you to our office 
staff, Ms. Dhurata Banaj and Ms. Cathy 
Price who have helped our school get 
ready for September.  Over the final 
days of the summer, Ms. Price has se-
cured a permanent position as an Ad-
ministrative Assistant at another school 
closer to home, and we wish her the 
best of luck in her new role.  We will 

share out when her replacement has 
been determined. 

In September our students are placed 
in classes tentatively, given the best-
known enrolment figures.  As per Min-
istry of Education class size guidelines, 
we may be required to reorganize the 
school at the end of September. We 
will keep parents and guardians in-
formed as we monitor our class sizes.  

As always, we encourage our families 
to become involved with our School 
Council, which will be holding its elec-
tions and first meeting on September 
28th at 7:00 p.m. in the library.  Our 
School Council does substantial work 
which genuinely impacts on our stu-
dents, the learning and well-being and 
we thank them for it. 

We’d also like to invite our students 
and their families to our 2017-2018 
Bakersfield P.S. Curriculum Night 
BBQ.  This evening gives families the 
opportunity to meet many of our school 
staff and get information about the 
teaching and learning at our 
school.  The event will be held on 
Thursday, September 14, 2017 from 
5:30 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.  Details about 
the event (including how to order food!) 
will follow. 

We look forward to a great year ahead!

… please follow us on Twitter @Bakersfield_PS as well!

It has been a source of great school pride that we maintained our Gold Certification status 
as an Ontario EcoSchool.  Though we do send home occasional items in hard copy, we 
generally try to avoid sending home an excess of information on paper, preferring more 
environmentally-friendly and streamlined methods.  Subscribing to our blog is one of the 
best ways to stay on top of information from the school (including monthly newsletters).   
All you have to do is visit the school blog at www.bakersfieldps.com.  On the right hand 
side of the site there is a place to “Subscribe to the Bakersfield P.S. Blog.”  Simply enter 
your e-mail in the box, and click the ‘Follow Button’, and it will immediately send you an 
opt-in e-mail.  Once you’ve clicked on the confirmation link provided in the e-mail, you’ll 
automatically receive all the information posted directed to your inbox.  We do share a 
good deal in this way, which allows for ongoing, instantaneous sharing of information, 
without increasing our carbon footprint.  Thanks for subscribing! 

Subscribe to Our Bakersfield P.S. Blog and ... 

Administrators’ Message 

http://www.bakersfieldps.com
https://twitter.com/Bakersfield_PS
http://www.ontarioecoschools.org/
http://www.bakersfieldps.com
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Are You Bakersfield Proud? Awesome?! 

Our teachers, support staff and administrators are dedicated to meet the 
needs of our students and improve student learning and well-being.  As 
well, we emphasize good character and wellness in our school, celebrat-
ing our students and acknowledging their positive behaviour or milestone 
moments during daily announcements and student leadership initiatives.  
Over the past number of years, we’ve held campaigns under the auspi-
ces of ‘Bakersfield Proud’ and ‘Bakersfield Awesome!’  You can get in-
volved, too!  We encourage parents and guardians to share about their 
children’s accomplishments, highlighting their commitment to respect, 
responsibility, honesty, empathy, fairness, initiative, perseverance, integ-
rity, courage, and optimism. 
 

Please help us recognize our students’ good character at home and in 
the community.  Is there something you know of that would make us es-
pecially Bakersfield Proud of your son or daughter?  Did they have an 
‘Awesome’ moment?  Send in your own Bakersfield Proud and Awesome 
messages to be read on the announcements by emailing 
proud@bakersfieldps.com.  Above all things, we continue to aspire to be 
a school where all our students are proud to attend, all our staff are 
proud to work, and all our parents are proud to send their children. 

Year at a Glance 
Sept 4, 2017—Labour Day 
Sept 5, 2017—First Day of School 
Sept 14, 2017—Curriculum Night BBQ 
Sept 25, 2017—P.A. Day 
Sept 27, 2017—Immunizations (Hep B & HPV – Grade 7 boys and girls) 
Sept 28, 2017—First School Council Meeting and Elections 
Oct 9, 2017—Thanksgiving Day 
Oct 20, 2017—P.A. Day 
Oct 25, 2017—School Photos 
Nov 22, 2017—Photo Retakes 
Nov 24, 2017—P.A. Day 
Dec 25, 2017-Jan 5, 2018—Winter Break 
Jan 19, 2018—P.A. Day 
Feb 2, 2018—P.A. Day 
Feb 19, 2018—Family Day 
Mar 12, 2018-Mar 16, 2018—March Break 
March 30, 2018—Good Friday 
April 2, 2018—Easter Monday 
May 21, 2018—Victoria Day 
June 4, 2018—P.A. Day 
June 28, 2018—Early Release Day 
June 29, 2018—P.A. Day 

The most compre-
hensive and up-to-
date list of im-
portant dates is 
maintained on the 
Bakersfield P.S. 
Blog.  It can be 
found on the right 
side-bar widget of 
the web-site. 

Anaphylactic and Other Medical Conditions 
For parents of children with anaphylactic or other medical conditions, please remember to 
share relevant information with the school.  If your child has an anaphylactic condition 
please complete the Anaphylactic Reactions Protocol.  If your child has any other medical 
condition please complete the Emergency Health Care Plan.  Please note, these forms 
must be completed annually for children with an anaphylactic or medical condition.  Our 
thanks, in advance, for your support in ensuring the safety of all our students.  

mailto:proud@bakersfieldps.com
https://bakersfieldps.files.wordpress.com/2017/08/bpsanaphylacticreactionsprotocol-661-01.pdf
http://brownridgeps.files.wordpress.com/2013/09/anaphylactic.pdf
https://bakersfieldps.files.wordpress.com/2015/08/ehealthplan.pdf
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Please join us for our first School Council meeting of the year on Thursday, September 28, 2017 at 
7:00 pm in the library.  We encourage you to come to the meeting, learn about our school, and partic-
ipate in our shared work to support the learning and well-being of your children.  All are welcome and 
encouraged to attend!  At the first School Council meeting, elections will be held to determine our 
2017-2018 chair/co-chairs, secretary, treasurer, and executive members.  The School Council Candi-
date Nomination Form is included in the School Startup Package sent home to all families; additional 
forms can be found on our school blog, as well.  You needn’t be an executive member to participate, 
however —simply attend and lend your voice to the discussion.  We look forward to seeing you there! 

Our First School Council Meeting and Elections 

At Bakersfield P.S., we account for all students each and every day.  If your child is going to be late or 
absent, please call the school before 8:55 a.m.  (For absences on religious holidays, many families 
notify the school well in advance.)  An answering machine is available to take your call and record an 
absence even when the office is closed. When no call is received and your child is absent, you will be 
contacted by the school. If we are unable to contact you, we will call the person whom you have des-
ignated as the emergency contact. If we are still unable to account for the child’s whereabouts, we 
contact the York Regional Police to report the child as missing.  It is imperative that you contact the 
office when your child will be absent or late. 
 

The final entry bell rings at 8:55 a.m. Students who enter the building after the bell should report to 
the office immediately.  Punctuality is an important skill.  Please help to ensure your child arrives at 
school on time every day; in order to provide the best possible program for students, it is necessary 
for them to attend school regularly and to come to school on time.  We thank you for your support. 

Trustee’s Message 

As we begin the 2017-2018 school year, I want to take this opportunity to welcome all of our new and 
returning students and families. This is an exciting time of year and I hope you are starting this new 
school year as trustees are - with optimism and a commitment to working together to continue advanc-
ing student achievement and well-being.  
 
An important part of that commitment is working together with staff members, families and communi-
ties to ensure our schools provide an environment that is safe, welcoming and inclusive. This takes on 
increasing importance given recent local and global events. We take pride in the diversity of our com-
munities and will continue striving to uphold the values of equity and inclusivity in our system.  
  
Trustees have had a busy summer, welcoming our new Human Rights Commissioner and beginning 
the process for selecting a new Director of Education as we continue to move forward implementing 
the Minister’s Directions.   
 
An important part of the director selection process includes collecting input from students, staff, fami-
lies and community members - input that will be used to shape the job description, interview questions 
and more. I encourage everyone to share their thoughts through the survey available in September. 
We will continue to keep you updated as this work progresses. 
 
Our schools are stronger when we work in collaboration with families and communities. Partnerships 
with parents and families are essential to achieving the goals we have for our students, and I hope 
that you will find opportunities to get engaged with the school and your child’s learning this year.   
 
I wish you all the best for the upcoming school year.  
 
~ Linda Aversa, Trustee, Vaughan Wards 3 and 4  

Safe Arrival and Student Absences 

https://bakersfieldps.files.wordpress.com/2017/08/bps-schoolcouncilnomination17.pdf
https://bakersfieldps.files.wordpress.com/2017/08/bps-schoolcouncilnomination17.pdf
http://www.yrdsb.ca/Newsroom/Pages/Events/York-Region-District-School-Board-appoints-Human-Rights-Commissioner.aspx
http://www.yrdsb.ca/Trustees/Pages/Director-of-Education-Selection-Process.aspx
http://www.yrdsb.ca/Trustees/Pages/Ministers-Directions-to-the-YRDSB.aspx
http://www.yrdsb.ca/Trustees/Pages/Director-of-Education-Selection-Process.aspx
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Drop Off and Pick Up 

Our first and foremost commitment is to provide a safe environment for almost 600 students and we ask 
that all drivers —whether dropping students off or simply commuting to work—drive with particular care 
in and around the school.  Given the traffic congestion challenges associated with having hundreds of 
students dropped in our Kiss and Ride each day, we would once again encourage you to walk your 
child to and from school whenever possible. 
 
Parents and guardians who drive your children to school, we would ask you to please abide by the fol-
lowing: 
 

 approach the school patiently, with consideration for pedestrian traffic, other drivers, and the staff 
on duty 

 our Kiss and Ride loop is on the west side of the school; drive cautiously all the way to the gated 
tarmac area in front of the school entrance, drop your child off and proceed around the loop back 
onto Mistysugar Trail 

 when dropping off a child (or children), drivers are asked to pull into the furthest available curbside 
spot and take care when merging back into the inner driving lane; no student should be dropped off 
from the inner driving lane and subsequently walk between vehicles  

 avoid distractions such as texting or using the phone 

 at pick-up, if you do not see your child (or children), drivers are asked to continue to circle the Kiss 
and Ride, as needed; drivers should not stop anywhere in the driving lane to pick up their child, ra-
ther continue around the Kiss and Ride and pull up curbside only when they see their child 

 at no time should a vehicle be left unattended or otherwise parked in the Kiss and Ride 

 avoid parking in the parking lot; there are only enough spots for school staff 

 kindergarten students will follow the same procedure but will be escorted by a staff member or sen-
ior student into their respective kindergarten enclosure 

 
For students who take the bus to school, please ensure that your child is at the bus stop in advance of 
the time given to you on the school bus website. Be patient, as the buses are sometimes delayed by 
traffic.  More information about bus routes and times can be found at www.schoolbuscity.com. Parents 
and guardians, it is important to remember your child’s bus number and pick-up and drop-off times. 
 
Students who use bicycles, rollerblades, skateboards or scooters to travel to school, please remember 
the following: 
 

 you must wear a helmet 

 you are to walk while on school property 

 you should lock bicycles on the bike rack 

 you need to store rollerblades, skateboards or scooters in their locker or backpack 
 the school is not responsible for any lost or damaged personal items 
 
We will continue to monitor our arrival and dismissal procedures with a view toward ensuring our stu-
dents’ safety.  Thank you for your cooperation on this matter.  
 

http://www.schoolbuscity.com
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Monthly Wellness Tip 


